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The construction of the temple was started. 
pala Babu had often to go to Rajasthan to 
purchase high class stone for the temple. On | 
the way while going and coming, he had to stop 
at Bharatapur for a day or two to stay with the 
Maharaja of Bharatapur, who was his old friend. 

On account of his intimacy with the Maharaja 

he once got into great trouble. At that time East 
India Company was having negotiations for a 
treaty with the Rajas of Rajasthan. The Maharaja 
of Bharatapur’s role was important in the treaty. 
The Maharaja for some reason refused to sign 
the treaty. Some people told Sir Charles Metcalf, 
East India Company’s resident in Delhi, that the 
Maharaja was willing to sign the treaty, but he 
changed his mind on account of the advice of 
Lala Babi. Metcalf, therefore, got Lala Babu 
arrested and brought to Delhi for legal 
proceedings. 

The news of Lala Babi’s arrest spread like 
wild fire in the whole of Vraja. Thousands of 
Vrajabasis rushed to Delhi to protest against his 
arrest. Metcalf was surprised and also somewhat 
worried to see that Lala Babu wielded so much 
influence in Vraja. He postponed the proceedings 
against him and sent his spies to Vraja to make 
necessary investigations and report about his past 
history and character. Their report opened the 
eyes of Metcalf. He set Lala Babu free and 
apologized to him. He also offered to give him 
the title of Maharaja, which he declined with 


thanks. : 
In due course Lala Babui’s grand and beautiful 
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‘lt i rndavana in the area ,_ 

Sr et ap ego images of ee Ke 

fs Radha were _ installed. Prana-pratigy 

ceremony was also performed. The iMages 

Sri Krsna was named Sri Krsna Candra 

Arrangements were made in the guest Nous 

feeding hundreds of people with prasada 

day. But Lala Babu continued to beg foo 
himself as before from the Vrajabasis. 
One day in the coldest month of Janua 
Lala BabU was looking at the handsome fig 
Sri Krsna Candrama, a strange thought ca 
his mind. He asked the pu/ar7 to keep a 
lump of butter on the head of the deity, 
pujari looked at Lala Babu with surprise. 
Babu said, "Yes, yes, do as | say. | wa 
see whether the deity is really alive 
Prana-pratistha. \f alive, the butter should 
on account of the heat of the head." 

The pujar7 had to obey. A small quan 
butter was kept on the head of Sri 
Candrama. After some time the butter act 
melted and began to flow down the cheeks o 
deity. The pu/aéri and the other devotees prese 
in the temple on the occasion cried alou 
tears of joy in their eyes, "Sri Krsna Can 
Ki Jaya, Sri Krsna Candrama Kj Jaya!!!" 
Babi was so overwhelmed with bAdva that 
unconscious on the ground. 


Once again Lala Baba wanted to test the 
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He thought that if there was heat on the head of 
the deity, there must also be breath in his nose. 
Why not test that also? He gave a piece of cotton 
forthe pujar/ and asked him to hold it close to 


tne nose of the deity. Laughingly the pu/ar/ held 
the cotton close to the deity’s nose. The cotton 
began to vibrate on account of exhalation. Lala 
Babu was again overwhelmed with bhava. Not 
being able to contain the bhava he began to roll 
on the ground. He was satisfied that 
prana-pratisina was successfully done. 


No one. should, however, think that 
prana-pratistha alone is sufficient to infuse life 
into the deity. What is of greater importance is 
the bhava of the devotee. The deity lives and 


moves and appears or disappears according to 
the bhava of the devotee. It was Lala Babu’s 
bhava that enabled the deity to pass the two tests 


successfully. The deity always responds to the 
heart of the devotee. 


One day Krsna Candrama told Lala Babu in 
a dream, 


"| am pleased with your service. But | beg 
of you one more thing.” 


"Beg! Prabhu, you have only to order this 
humble servant. Kindly let me know what more 
| can do for you?" 

"You do not know Lala Babu, that | am a 
beggar by birth. | go about asking for alms from 
my devotees. Though there is nothing that | do 
not possess and there is no place where | do 
not live, | prefer to eat what my devotees give 
and to live in the temples they build for me. You 


have made a temple for me in which | live ‘e 
pleasure. But | want that you should builg 2 
more temple." 


"One more temple? You know Prabhy th 
am a pauper. All'the money | got from die 


has already been spent. How can | build a 
temple? 


Mid: 
NOth, 

“| know that you have renounced everyth; 
and there is not a shell left that YOU can é 
your own. But the kind of temple | want you 
build is built only when a man has r 


Enoung, 
everything. When a man renounces Everythj 
he builds a temple in his heart. | love to 


in that temple more than even in Vaik 
have made so ‘many temples outside 
within, so that | may live there eter 


Standing at your door toda 
bhiksa."" 3 


“Then Prabhu, kindly 
Should do to make my heart a temple for 

"You first go round Vraja. See all the diffe 
Places associated with my ///a. Then do bha 
in Govardhana. As you advance in bhajana 


€ to know what you have 
to make your heart a proper dwelling pla 
me." 


untha. 
» Make 
nally: og 
yY and asking for + 


L 
a 


| 


let me know Ww 


Lala Baba went Out on pilgrima 
Vraja-mandala. 


He saw all the holy 
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parikrama Ne did Shajana in the cave throughout 
the day. Late in the evening he went out for 
madhukal. 

One day while he was out on parikrama the 
pujall of the temple of Giriraja said, “Baba, do 


not go for madhukar/ today. | shall myself go to 
your cave this evening and give you the prasada 
of Giriraja.” 


In the evening it started raining and continued 
to rain till night. The rain was so torrential that 
it was impossible for the pu/ari to go out. There 
was no end to his anxiety for Lala Babu, who, 
he thought, must be very hungry, because he took 
prasada only once after the day’s parikrama and 
bhajana. When the rain slowed down he thought 
of going to Lala Babu with prasada. He had 
already kept a ‘h&/a (plate) filled with prasada for 
him inside the temple. When he went inside the 
temple, he was surprised to find that the thala 
was missing. There was no time to think how 
the tha/a could have disappeared. Quickly he 
arranged for another thala ot prasada and 
proceeded towards the cave. 
As soon as he reached there Lala Babu said, 
"What is this pufari? What more have you 
brought? | have not been able to eat all that you 


brought before. See, it is still lying there." 

The pu/ari was surprised to see the missing 
théla and prasdda in Lala Babi’s cave. 

"Who brought it?", he shouted at once. 

|ala Baba looked amazedly at the pujari and 
Said, 

"What?! Do you mean to say that you did not 
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see bee brought it, nor sent it throy 


ee No, you brought it. | reprimandeg 
for dornn all the way in rain and getting 
drenched; but you only smiled and went away, ih 


wonder how you have forgoles everything 
soon. Have you taken bhanga? 4 

The pu/ar7 knew that he had not taken bhap 
He kept looking at Lala Babu for some time ; 


tears flowing profusely from his eyes and th 
suddenly stretching his hand to touch his feet 
" Baba! You are fortunate. You have 


Said, 
won over Giriraja by your love that he Could 
see you hungry and himself came to you in n 


form in the rain with prasada." 
On hearing this Lala Babd’s entire body 


filled with asta-sattvika bhavas and he 


unconscious on the ground. 


Prabhu! You took so much trouble for 


undeserving servant of yours, who co 


Ng servant 
Is that not to intensif 
Suffering in Separation?" 

For many years Lala 
accepted sjiddha Krsnadasa Baba 
Govardhana as his guru. One day he rec 


1 An indian Narcotic. 


Sri Lala Babu VAT. 


nim for dksa (initiation). He replied, “The time 
for your diksa has not yet come. Some subtle 
samskalas of your previous worldly life are still 
vitiating your bfajana. You must burn them in 
the fire of vairagya (ascetic detachment from the 
world). When that is done, | shall myself come 
and give you a/ksa, you do not have to come to 


me." 
[ala Babd continued his bhajana with renewed 


vigour. Although not yet initiated, he lived like | 
q Baba Ji. He wore kaupina® and kantha”> and 
lived on médhukari \ike the Baba Jis’ of Vraja. 
Quite some time passed like this. Still ovksa 
seemed to be far off. 

Lala Baba often used to go to Vrndavana to 
see whether the service and the distribution of 
praséda in the temple of Sri Krsna Candrama was 
going on satisfactorily. This time when he went 
there he wept before the deity and said, " Prabhu! 
| know that | have not yet been able to build the 
temple you had asked me to build in my heart. 
My guru to!d me that | still have some samskaras, 
which make my heart impure. But unless | know 

what those samskaras are, how can | try to 
remove them? | am blind. Unless you help me | 
will never Know them. | will always remain 
impure and the temple you want shall never be 
built." 

That night Lala Babu could not sleep. He 


passed the whole night weeping and praying. He 


1 Effects of past actions on the mind. 
2 A small piece of cloth worn over the privities. 
3 A patched cloth. 
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so much _ before. The tes “ 


er wept | 
iy his impurity. eel got y | 
the morning his vision was es Ne coum 
clearly see the samskaras that pe ag vite : 
his bha/ana. He said to himself. l ave: 
renounced the world and all its pomps aj 


iti have | renounced the Vanity, am 
— ike Tea of renunciation? Does not the | 
subtle pride of renunciation still lurk in my mindy 
Do | not in my heart of heart regard mysejf as | 
superior to the people, who have not renouncedaam 
Is my mind completely free from hat or Malicema 
No, it is not. At least there is one person to | 
wae | still bear malice, and that is Seth — 
Laksmicanda. If | did not bear malice to him 
should have gone to him for madhukari, just as 
| have gone to other people living close to hj 
But | have always avoided him. Is that not 
clear proof that | still bear malice against him?’ 4 
Seth Laksmicanda was the builder of the 
famous temple of Ranga JI in Vrndavana. ie} 
was a rival of Lala Babu and his competitor in — 
all such activities as the construction of temples, — 
alms-giving and the service of sadhus. LAla Bab\ 
had also filed a suit against him in connectio 
with a dispute regarding the Ownership of so 
land in Vrndavana which he had won. But 
old malice against him was Still lurking in 
mind. As soon as he became aware of it, 
decided to amend it. 4 
One day there was a big crowd of beggars 
iront of Ranga Ji’s temple. In the crowd th 
also stood a handsome looking beggar, wit 
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peggar’s bag hanging from his shoulder. He was 
peating karatalas and singing Harinama and 
rears were flowing from his eyes. He was easily 
recognized by the guard at the door. At once 
the guard went in and told Seth Ji, "Lala Babu 
ig standing at your door for bh/ksa." 

Seth JI was stunned. But in a few moments 
he collected himself and ordered for a ftha/a with 
one hundred gold mohours, flour, rice, pulses and 
fruits. He himself went out with the ‘thda/a, 
respectfully bowed down before Lala Babu and 
said, "Babu Ji, | am extremely grateful to you for 
kindly coming and sanctifying this place by your 
holy presence. Kindly favour me by accepting 
this tha/a.” 

Lala Babu said, "Seth Ji, | came to you for 
bhiksa. But what you are giving does not look 
like DhAiksa.- 

"You are correct," retorted the Seth. ‘What 
| am giving is not bhiksa. You are Raja though 
outwardly a beggar. | am not capable of giving 

bhiksé to a Raja. | had the foolhardiness to 
enter into a conflict with you, in which | was 
defeated. This is my second defeat. In the first 
defeat you had captured what | supposed was my 
land. In this defeat you have captured my heart. 
You are now the Raja, the sovereign of my heart. 
What | am giving you, therefore, is not bhiksa, 
but nazarana* in recognition of your sovereignty 


Over my heart.” 


1 A pair of cymbals. 
2 Present given to a Raja or landlord. 
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=. 


"No, No, Seth Ji, i oseriti he 
not deserve this pr INdly qi, 
He does o> tHe: fae aa 


me onl dful of rice fro 
lf knowingly or unknowing, 


for one more 
| have ever committed any offence against y 
e me and bless me, SO that my he 


kindly excus 
is purified and | become 
Krsna." Lala Babu was in tears when he Sa 
this. Seth Ji a Re 
were overwhelmed with emotion. 
each other and drowned each other in each 


a pauper is always a Paupe, 


other’s tears. 
When Lala Baba was returning to his temple 

on the way he saw Mahatma Krsna Dasa comin 

towards him, with a meaningful smile on his fac 


Soon after Lala Bab& had done dandavat, he 
patted him on his back and said, "My son, ihe 
time for your d/ksa has come!" i 
; ae hearing this there was no end to L@4 
Babu's happiness. On an auspicious day he was 
initiated. After initiation the Guru said, "Now you 
go back to your cave and practice sadhana | 
= come out of the cave and do not see the 
ace of any man until you have the daré¢ . 
Krebee arsana 
Lala oe. | 
ie in began to do sadhana stricth 
ees he o the advice of his Guru. After s 
€ was blesse me 

dake Nie aac fg let the darsgana of 
i S Kisna ane Paden turned into a te 
reNa-Lila always unfolded its 


1G ps 
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pegan to eoMme be for Aarsana and advice. 
once Maharaja Scindia came to him. He laid 
nimself prostrate at his feet and prayed for djksdé. 
Lala Babu said, “Maharaja! d/ksa alone will not 
do. Krsna wants that you should stretch both of 
your hands towards Him. If you hold the world 
with one hand and try to touch Krsna’s feet with 
the other, you will never be able to touch Him. 
Are you prepared to stretch both hands towards 
Krsna?” 

Maharaja was not prepared to stretch both 
nands. He said, “Maharaja, what you say is 
correct. This path is not meant for worldly 
persons like me." He performed dandavat at the 
feet of Lala Babu and left. 

Slowly Lala Babu’s life-stream became leaner 
and leaner. One day he asked the people, who 
surrounded him to take him to the bank of 
Yamuna. There he left his body, chanting the 


name of Krsna and seeing Krsna-lila. 


i il 


CHAPTER XIlil 


Sri Sanehirama Ji 


remembers Sanehirama JI with reverence 

and sings his songs of divine love with 
joy and devotion. Born in Mata in 1842 he was 
devotionally inclined from his childhood. His 
elder brother was a farmer. He often sent him 
to the field to work. But he went there and sat 
down to meditate. This annoyed the elder brother, 
who thought that he was hypocritical and lazy 
and wanted to avoid work by pretending to be a 


devotee. 
Once the elder brother took Sanehirama with 


him to the field for sowing. He started ploughing 
the field and asked Sanehirama to sow the seeds. 
Sowing went on till it was time for lunch. 
Sanehirama saw his sister-in-law coming to the 
field with the lunch-box over her head. He was. 
afraid that his elder brother would start eating 
without offering the food to the Lord and he would 
also have to take the unoffered food. So he 
began to meditate. In meditation he speedily 
arranged bread, karh/ (porridge) and vegetables 
IN a plate, scattered fu/as/ leaves over it and 
began to offer it to Radha and Krsna_ with 


FE rememve in village Mata in Vraja 
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ie he was doing this the wor 


. 
manttas. Ww When the elder brother say 


sowing stoo 
this he dealt a 


and said, } 
ae the great saint WII YOUR 2 y<- closed l 


ocrite?” 
;  panehiene said, "Brother! What have 
done? | was offering food to the Lord and 


struck me. Everything got scattered." 
"You imposter!" shouted the elder brother 


was going to strike him again, when his | 
cried, "Oh! What is this?" and began to stg, oa 
wide-eyed at the things contained in the lunch-ba, 
all scattered in the furrows of the field. 

attention was drawn in that direction and he 
was amazed to see the edibles lying scatt 
on the field. He realized that his brother 


not an imposter, but truly a saint. His heart 
ablaze with penitential fire. He clasped the 
of his brother and begged his pardon. From that 
day he freed him from all work at home and in 
the field. : 
Sanehirama Ji was a great devotee of B 
Ji.’ Since Bihari Ji’s temple is in Vrndavana 
Mata is on the other side of Yamuna. One 
to cross the river for going from Wat 
Vrndavana. Still Sanehirama went to Vrndav 
every evening to have the darsana of Bihar 
Neither rain nor storm would thwart him. He’ 
his evening meal only after having the dar 
of Bihari Ji. 


1 The name of the image of Sri Krsna in a temple in Vr 
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one day he remained seated in meditation till 
late at night. When meditation was over it was 
2 AM., but he thought that night had just set in. 

He started out for darsana of Bihari Ji. On 
reaching the bank of Yamuna, he saw in 
moon-light that all the boats were moored at the 
pank and no boat-man was there. He was filled 
with anxiety. He thought that perhaps he had 
committed some offence on account of which 
Bihari Ji did not want to give him darsana that 
day. 
But soon he saw a boatman coming from the 
other side. As he came closer he recognized 
him. He was the same boat-man, who took him 
across the river and brought him back everyday. 
With a sigh of relief he stepped into his boat. 
When he reached the temple he found it open as 
usual. He had the darsana of Bihari Ji to his 
heart's content and went back to the bank. The 
boat-man, who was waiting for him, ferried him 
across the river. 

Disembarking from the boat, Sanehirama was 
startled to see a number of villagers coming to 
bathe in the Yamuna. He asked the boatman, 


"Is it morning?" 
"So it is, sir. It was already 2 o'clock when 


| took you to Vrndavana." 
"How is it that you were here so late at night?" 


"Oh sir! Don’t ask about that. Yesterday | 


had a quarrel with my wife. So | did not go 
home. | lay down on the boat, but could not 


Sleep." 
“But how is it that the darsana of Bihari Ji 
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+ ne 
was nae e Sao allo deosa ae 
meee day when he went for Aarsans 
the usual time, the boatman who took him Acro, 
everyday was by the landing: He asked) ae 
did you not go for Garsana yesterday? 

"Of course | went. Have you forgotten? 
Sanehirama, as he looked at him like one 
was dazed. 2 

"When did you go? | didn’t see you. Som 
else must have taken you across, because | Wi 
home somewhat early yesterday." 7 . 

Sanehirama then realized that it was Bihan . 
Himself, who had carried him across in the gu 
of the boatman. The realization brought tears 
his eyes. Asta-satvika-bhavas like trembling 
sweating also began to appear on his body. 
wondered and wondered why Bihari Ji sho 
have taken all that trouble for him. But th 

was nothing to be wondered at in this. For Bit 

Ji always yearns for an Opportunity to serve 


devotees in whatever way possible. He has 
other work to do. He says. 


'C 
v Yes 


Mmadbhaktandm vinodartha karomi 
Vividhah kriyah 


‘| perform different kinds of activity | 
please my devotees." 


CHAPTER XIV 


pisi Ma Gosvamini & 
opeSvara Gosvaml 


id pN 
— 

= | 
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Vrndavana near Banakhandi. The deities 
in the temple were originally worshipped 
py Murari Gupta, a close associate of Sri 
Caitanya Mahaprabhu. Murari Gupta’s name I!s 
engraved on the pedestal. There is an interesting 
story relating to the discovery of the deities and 
their arrival in Vrndavana. After Murari Gupta, 
the deities were worshipped by his brother and 
his descendants for several generations in 
Sarkara Rayapura village in district Siurl of West 
Bengal. At one time no one in the line of 
descendants of Murari Gupta remained to serve 
the deities. An epidemic and the constant scourge 
of malaria compelled the people of the village to 
go and settle somewhere else. The desolate 
village was in course of time turned into jungle. 
The temple of Gaura-Nitai fell down and the 
deities were covered by the debris. The cowherds 


of the adjoining villages began to use the jungle 
as pasture. 


Tin is a small temple of Gaura-Nitai in 


A cowherd, who used to go to the jungle for 
lending cows noticed that everyday one of his 
COWS strayed from the flock and went and stood 


leo* 
Slee 
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a 
e of tne te 


to the villagers ay this, af 
nr T ive the mystery th 
pacar Ey ieee deities cae oul | a 
pete reconstructed the temple in ‘Siur aiid 
made proper arrangement for the service of the 
deities. After sometime Balarama Dasa Baba ie 
qa siddha saint of Orissa began tO Serve thes 
deities according to a message he had FeCeiveg 
from them in a dream. bi 7 
Once Candrasasi Gosvamini, a YOUNg lady 
belonging to the famous Mukhopadhyaya family. o 
the landlords of Delagrama in the district of 
Nadiya, came to Siuri and stayed in a house nea, | 
the temple of Gaura-Nitai. She felt very much | 
attracted by Gaura-Nitai and developed motherly — 
affection for them. She started offering them 
khira' made from 40 kgs. of milk everyd 
Once, they said to her in a dream, “Ma, we a 
very hungry and we want to eat khira prepar 
by you." When she told Balarama Dasa Baba 
about this, he said, “The scriptures forbid © 
cooking of food for the deities by a person w 
is not duly initiated." She, therefore, got her 
initiated by Balarama Dasa Baba and offered 
the deities AA/ra prepared by her own hands. Tt 
same night she had another dream in which sf 
saw both Gaura-Nitai holding her da/fcala’ 
saying, "Ma! You do not go away from here. 


you go away, who will cook kKh/ra for us. Besid 


Uh aed mple, spraying milk from jam 
a | Vala ; 
teats. He spoke 


1 A liquid food made of rice, milk and sugar. 
2 The loose end of s4r/ that hangs over the shoulder of a 
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are our mother and we are your children. 
children live without the mother?" 
Q like a good but helpless mother, 
eo leaded her inability to stay on in Siuri 
jovingly p pai 

“= | jefinitely and asked them to leave her 4/fca/a. 
: a they would not leave it. In the tug of war 

piece of her afica/a was torn off 


ensued a 
the hand of Gaura. When 


ee | at 
SS th remained in 


\ 
> d 
mandrasasl woke up from the dream, she saw 
that a piece of her afca/a was actually torn off. 
he went to Balarama Dasa Baba 


immediately Ss | 
and told him about it. 
The day had just dawned and the door of the 


temple was not yet opened. Balarama Dasa Baba 
and opened the door. Both he and 


went 
Candrasasi were surprised to see the torn off 
piece of the afica/a in the hand of Gaura. 


CandraSasi was overwhelmed by a_ strong 
current of devotion that in a moment swept away 
her attachment with home and all its glory and 
opulence. With determination never to go back 
she began to live in the temple and serve 
Gaura-Nitai with motherly affection. 

Once while she was cooking for Gaura-Nitai, 
she began to menstruate. A woman in menses 
is not allowed to cook for the deities. So she 
came out of the kitchen and lay in the veranda 
in front of Gaura-Nitai, looking at them with utter 
helplessness and bemoaning that they would not 
be able to eat food cooked by her that day. As 
she was lamenting she saw, as if in a dream, 
that both Gaura and Nitai came to her and said, 
Ma! why are you lamenting? You are our mother 
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children. Do what ording., 
tle i ae this condition for her chilayy® 
mother ice will not commit any offence. y 4 
eolhetics cook and give us to eat. We are Venus | 
bathe Henceforth you will be free from 


ungry. ie 
ie Candrasasli 


that. - 
Candrasasi was only twenty years old aj thig | 


time. Her staying alone in the temple With . 
Baba Ji aroused suspicion in the minds of theo 
people. They began to talk Slanderously of he = 
and the Baba Ji. This pained her very Much 
One night before going to sleep, she wept before — : 
Gaura and Nitai and complained to them of her 
plight. The same night she had a dream IN Which 
Gaura-Nitai lovingly threw their arms around h 
neck and said, "Ma! Let us go to Vrndavana." ~ 
So Candrasasi and Balarama Dasa Baba took 
them to Vrndavana. They made the journey b 
boat. When the boat reached Vrndavana, ; 
devoted lady of Nadiya district, named Bhakt 
was bathing in the Yamuna. She was very happ 
to see Gaura-Nitai. She took them along wit 
Candrasasi and Balarama Dasa Baba to her hom 
in Banakhandi. 


never had menses afiene| 


CandraSasi lived there happi 
and served Gaura-Nitai with all her heart 
soul. Bhaktaé assisted her in service. — 
residents of Banakhandi called Bhakta Pisi 
(father’s sister). Bhakta called CandraSasi 
(sister). Therefore Candragaéi also began tc 
called Pisi Ma. 

Gaura-Nitai were very restive and froli 
They were full of Pranks. They always 
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pis! Ma 

omething or the other to satisfy their fancy and 

*stered Pisi with their never ending demands. 
Ma failed to fulfil their demand, they 


when Pisl 
did not hesitate to go and beg for things from 
whomsoever they liked. 

1g it not strange that Gaura and Nitai, the 
lords of the universe, whose partial manifests’ are 
Brahma, Visnu, and Siva, and who create, govern, 
and destroy the universe at will, should go about 
pegging? it is. But the world of love, in which 
they love to live and revel, is different from the 
rest of the universe. Here they are not the great 
s, who control and govern, and give reward 
or punishment. Here they are themselves 
governed by their devotees, who love them with 
all their heart and who want nothing from them, 
but give them all they have. Here they are not 
the givers but beggars, for although there is no 
limit to their possessions and power to create 
new things; there is one thing, which they neither 
have nor they can create, and that is the 
love-offering of their devotees, which they cherish 
above everything else. 

Gaura-Nitai did not have kharaun (wooden 
sandals). They did not ask Pist Ma for it, for 
they knew that if they did, she would say, "What 
will you do with the kharaun? You do not have 
to go anywhere." She did not want that they 
should part from her even for a moment. 
Therefore they waited for the arrival of another 
devotee. In the month of sravana a devoted lady 
of Serapura Baguna in West Bengal came to 


Vindavana for dargana. She stayed in 


lord 


rm hes 
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near the temple of Gaura-Nitaj, : 
ae 
sitting nthe ae ae Gaura-Nital 4 
an hand and counting beads with Tei ri ht. 
hand. She became drowsy. In drowsiness Sh 
saw that Nitai came out of the temple ang g 

down into the courtyard. Gaura followed, 
cried out, "Gaur-Nitai! Where are you going 
the rain? You will catch cold." She felt as if ¢ 
had seen a day-dream. She again began to ") 
the fan and again became drowsy. Meanwhj 
Nitai-Gaura went to Ciniyakufnja. At that time ; 
above mentioned lady of Serapura Baguna wa. 
sleeping. Nitai-Gaura shook her head and Said, 
"Get up, you have not come here to sleep." 7 é 
lady seemed to have a dream. In her dreap 
state she said, "Who are you?" 
“Our names are Gaura-Nitai. We are the so 

of Pisi Ma of Banakhandi." 

"Why have you come here?" | 
“We have come to say that we do not h 
khandaun. You give us one. See, how our f 
are soiled without it." 
The lady was charmed to see the exquisi 
beautiful faces of Gaura-Nitai. She had n 
seen such beauty before. On waking she 
still thinking of the two boys and she did 
know why tears were constantly flowing fro 
eyes. In that state she went out in seare 
them. It was still raining. She asked som 
about the house of Pisi Ma of Banakhand 


pointed towards the temple of Gaura-Nitai. 


Ciniyakufja, 
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ant inside the temple and asked Pisi Ma, ‘Is 
ae the house of Pisi Ma?" 
t 


“yes, this is the house of Gaur-Nitai, the sons 


of Pish Ma," replied Pisi Ma and asked, “why 
are you weeping?” 
"Where are your two sons? | want to see 


them," replied the lady. 
pisi Ma said, “Oh! They are here," and she 
opened the door of the temple. 


The lady was surprised to see two boys 
exactly like the Gaura-Nitai of her dream standing 


before het. She was so overwhelmed with 


emotion that she fell senseless on the ground. 
On regaining consciousness she narrated her 
dream to Pisi Ma and Pisi Ma told her about what 
she had seen in her drownsiness. Both embraced 
each other and continued for sometime to shed 
tears of joy and love. 


The fortunate lady presented two pairs of 


silver sandals to Gaura-Nitai, which they use even 
now. 


Another lady of Serapura Baguna named 


Prasannadasi, who lived in Vrndavana, once saw 
Nitai-cGaura in a dream. She saw that they had 
gone to her, decorated with all sorts of 
ornaments, and were saying, "See we have all 
the ornaments, but not nupura (jingling anklets). 
You give us ngpura.". The lady was overwhelmed 
with love and presented them golden nupuras. 
A Baba Ji, who had for some time been 
assisting Pisi Ma in the service of Gaura-Nitai, 
one night ran away with all their gold ornaments. 
The next morning, when Pisi Ma opened the door 
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was shocked to see , 
eels paidaer In her grief and anxiety : 
without mages verandah of her temple, she gjj 
we af waeeel In that state she gaj 
ahs Ate "Boys! Why don't you tell me 
atlas aae your ornaments?" ; 
They replied, "Ma, that Baba JI who Sery, 
us is very poor. We have given ie Oornam 
to him, because he gave us rabafl Ke eat m. 
times. Do not say anything to him." ; 
Then what could Pisi Ma do? She coujq— 
purchase new ornaments, because Gaura 
had made her a pauper. She only laughed 
said, "Very well, do what you like. Give y 
ornaments to whomsoever you like. | know - 
if you want them again, you will get them fre 


rob 


Pind: 


someone. You do not feel shy in begging, sin 
you are the sons of Brahmins." aig 
Once Gaura-Nitai said to Pisi Ma in a dre 
"Ma! Let us go for parikrama (circumambula 
of. Vraia.* So the next day she se: 
Nitai-Gaura in a palanquin and_ starte 
Vraja-parikrama with two Vaisnavas, whose 
were Mathuradasa and Visnudasa. When 
reached Mathura, Pisi Ma and Visnudasa 
ahead into the city to make some purchas 
left Mathuradasa behind with the palanquin. 
that time some British soldiers were station 
the city. Their Curiosity was aroused to s 
palanquin covered with a red cloth. One c 
soldiers asked, "What is there inside it?” 


1 A delicious sweet Prepared from thickened milk and 


pis! 


Fn OP a or a at hn ic 
iS Sea gia a 
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“Deities” , replied Mathuradasa 
“show the deities to us!" 


Mathuradasa was afraid that the soldiers might 


some harm to the deities. He said 
apologetically, "Sir, this is not the time for their 
gargana 

The soldiers started using force. Then a 


strong glow of lightning came out of the 
palanquin, which dazzled their eyes. They cried, 
"Oh God!" and ran away. 

When Mathuradasa told Pisi Ma about this, 
she said, “| am happy to know that my children 
are now capable of self-defence. So | need not 
worry about their safety.” 


Pisi Ma bathed in the Yamuna three times a 

day and served Gaura-Nitai with piety and 
devotion. When she became hundred years old 

it was not possible for her to serve them anymore. 
She then deputed Sripada Gopesvara Gosvami, a 
descendant of Nityananda Prabhu, for their 
service. Gopesvara Gosvami was a devoted 
person. His attitude (bhava) towards the deities 
was of the sakhya (friendly) type. He wanted to 
serve Gaura-Nitai to his utmost satisfaction 
according to his bhava. But the difficulty was 
that the deities were small in size and looked 
more like Bala-Gauranga and Bala-Nitai 
(child-Gauranga and child-Nitai) rather than like 
young Gauranga and Nitai. Therefore they suited 
the vaétsa/ya bhava or parental attitude of Pis! 
Ma, but not the sakhya-bhava or friendly attitude 
of Gopegvara Gosvami. He told Pisi Ma that the 


small sized deities failed to arouse his friendly 
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‘ment, therefore he could not serve them ithe oe 
Aan devotion. Pisi Ma solved his Cifficui aaa 
love a CVULIN Rec 


Peer aah a Sri Haridasa-dasa, the author a 
- Vaisnava Jivana that she entered thas 
need eo, the chins of Gaura-Nitai with a | 
ede ae pushed them up. Immediately they | 
assumed their present figures, which are ‘alco 
But Gaura-Nitai, who were accusiore” to thea 
motherly affection and service of Pist Ma, Perhaps 
could not adjust themselves immediately to the 
friendly aititude and service of Gopesvarg 
Gosvami. Pisi Ma used to bathe them in Warm 
water during winter. Gopesvara Gosvami batheq 
them in cold water. So they caught cold. 3 
Pisi Ma now lived in a room on the first floo; 
of the temple and seldom came down. But 
whenever anything happened, which caused 
displeasure or discomfort to Gaura-Nitai, its 
vibrations touched her heart. She came to kn Ww 


about the cold they were Suffering from. 


had some temperature. She then call 
Gopesvara Gosvami and said with tears in | 
eyes, "What have you done? You have bathe 


my children in cold water and made them ill. § 
what severe cold the 


nose is running." | 
him the corner of her 


1 Gaudiya Vaisnava Jivana, Part Il, second edition, p. 
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Pt cbieeennanene: Gopesvara Gosvami did not 
alieve Pisi Ma in anger held the other corner 
f ner afca/a near the nose of Gaura and said, 
Baba, sneeze a bit." Gaura sneezed. Again 
mucus came out of his nose and the temple was 
filled with its supernatural fragrance. Gopesvara 
Gosvami fell down at the feet of Pisi Ma in 
penitence ; igh : 
On account of Pisi Ma’s over-indulgence, 
Gaura-Nital had become somewhat naughty, 


self-willed and self-assertive. If any one in the 
temple did anything against their wish, they 
became wild and did not hesitate to show their 
temper. ‘This happened once on the day of 
Kujagara Pirnima. On that day Gaura-Nitai used 
to be brought out into the veranda and a lamp 
with ten wicks used to be lighted at the gate. 
But this time Gopesvara Gosvami did not bring 
them out into the veranda and he went out 
somewhere early at night after putting off the ten 
wicks lamp to save oil. This enraged Gaura-Nitai. 
Suddenly Pisi Ma heard a loud sound and the 
temple was engulfed in darkness. Gaura had 
thrown away the lamp inside the temple along 
with it’s stand. Pist Ma understood what had 
made Gaura angry. When Gopesvara Gosvaml 
came, she said, "Gopesvara! You did not bring 
out Gaura-Nitai into the veranda today. You also 
put off the ten-wicks lamp. See, how angry is 
Gaura. He has thrown away the lamp and is 
sitting in darkness! Why do you do like this?" 
Pisi MA was now 106 years old. She called 
Gopegvara Gosvami and told him about the 
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‘cular day and time when she would leave 
academe 0% and at that particular time 


: ‘ 
—" L. -, > nav 
Pnat Gay 


the 


body. ‘iting in the veranda of the temple Withow 

as sitting !! an 0, ee 
ve S ihc or indisposition, when she left Kae “| 
Beye at. bec Vk ae Nitai-Gaurg _% 


sical boda) <n ang 
Ange Ne in her spiritual body (Siddha-depa. | 
ee aS passing away of Pisi Ma, Gopegya,, a 


aaa attack of 
eae oy 


A 
‘ 


The disease took a serious turn and he remaineg 4 
unconscious for several days. In that staje ee 
saw that a woman looking like a monstress came ; 


ca 


to carry him away. Just then Pisi Ma came With 
Gaura-Nitai. On seeing them the Woman 
disappeared. Nitai said to GopeSvara Gosvam 
caressingly, “Oh, get up, if you keep on lying li 
this, who will give us to eat! Get up, we 

very hungry!" Immediately Gopesvara Prap 
regained consciousness. He discharged a large 
quantity of phlegm accumulated in his chest an 


became allright. 
After Gopesvara Gosvami had serve 


Gaura-Nitai with devotion for a number of yea 
he developed a feeling of disappointment. 
said to himself, "| have served Gaura-Nitai 
long. But what have | got? If | had done bhajar 
in solitude, | must have attained something.” 
appointed another person for the service 
Gaura-Nitai and himself went to Kusuma-sar 
for doing bha/ana. . 

The third day, at mid-night, when he 
sitting on the bank of the beautiful pond | 
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aye and the heart, appearing in the middle of the 
ond: Slowly the light came nearer. in a few 
moments he saw Gaura-Nitai themselves standing 
pefore him under the tree. They said, "Dada! 

ror three days we have not taken any food or 

water: Why have you gone away? Will you not 
come to us again?" What objection could 

Gopesvara Gosvaml have in going back to them, 

since he had now attained what he had wanted? 


CHAPTER XV 


Gaura Dasa Baba Ji 


bout the year 1893 there lived in 
Areas in a hut on the bank of 
Pavana-sarovara, where once upon a 
me Sti Sanatana Gosvami used to do bhajana, 
qg Baba Ji, whose name was Gaura Dasa. He 
was a siddha saint. The main part of his sadhana 
consisted in offering garlands of flowers from 
Gazipura, a place at some distance from 
Pavana-sarovara, and weave garlands. He 
rendered this service to Krsna _ with devotion 
continually for five years in the hope that Krsna 
would one day be pleased to give him darsana. 
But after five years of service he began to feel 
that he was hoping against hope. Krsna was not 
as kind as he had thought. If he had rendered 
the same service to Radharani, she must have 
shown mercy upon him long before, because, 
unlike Krsna, she was merciful beyond 
description. Her body and soul were constituted 
of mercy and mercy alone. 
So he decided to leave Nandagrama and go 
{0 Barasana to serve Radharani instead of 
Nandalala. One day he actually flung his kKantha 
(quilt made of rags) on his shoulder and started 


5 oO aa ae —— 
eae a 


nvmenntne 
Sarre 


Lanett 
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sna. He had gone Only alii 16 
for Bare cowherds returning to Nanda ae 
he saw SO ees cows. One of them, Wit it 
after Pee and 1sthede look, paused to See is 
Be ONBAbA where are you going?" sae 
and eee ce going to Barasana,"  saig vl 
alae trickling down his cheeks. The Se 
eater at Baba with deep concern and Said Bis 
eae tone, "Baba don't go. tne 


Baba said, "No, no, Lala, | must. What 


] ivin. these years?" 
ained living here all , 
: The boy stretched both of his hands ito 


the way of Baba and said, “Baba, don’t, 


not let you go." | 
Baba said angrily, "Get away, you misch 


boy. Don’t block my way." 
The boy exclaimed with eyes swimm Ng ir 


tears, “Baba, if you go away, who will 
pPhila-seva (service with wreaths of flower 

Baba was surprised. He said with a 
‘Who are you boy?!" And as he said t 


began to roll on the ground crying, "Krs 
Krsna!" and lost consciousness. On re E 


Krsna! How deceitful you are! How you 
tricked me! You gave me darsana, but | 
not recognize you! How could |, if you di 
want to be recognized? You did not e 
for a while to let me look at you to my 


1 Term of endearment for a boy. 
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sontent. Was it pects you are so parsimonious 
mercy? But no, the fault is not yours. The 
ecognize or retain you.” 

Gaura Dasa could not proceed further. He 
‘turned to Nandagrama. Nandalala enjoined the 
pujat to seq we Gaura Dasa did not give up 
his phila-seva- He said that He would not accept 
the phila-seva from anyone else. 


CHAPTER XVI 


éri Radharamana Ghosa 
Bhagavata-Bhusana 


Z ri Radharamana Ghosa was the son of 
Ss Krsna Govinda Ghosa, a resident of 


Dhacca (East Bengal). After graduation 
ne became the manager of the estate of Maharsi 
Devendra Natha Thakura. Later he was appointed 


private secretary of Maharaja Viracandra 
Bahadura, the ruler of Sripura. 


Maharaja Viracandra Bahadura was a 


great devotee of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu. 
Radharamana Ghosa was a man of strong 


character, will and extraordinary intelligence. But 
he was proud of it all. Besides he was prejudiced 
against the va/snavas because of their insistence 
on humbleness. 
The Maharaja often went to Vrndavana. He 
stayed there in his house and passed most of 
his time in the company of the va/snavas. One 
day he was sitting in a room on the first floor of 
his house and was busy talking with the vaisnavas 
about things celestial. Outside in the veranda 
were spread out a number of things of which the 
most valuable was a beautiful shawl. On a tree 
In front of the verandah sat a monkey. He 
jumped into the veranda and ran away with the 
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,»sramana d the other e = 
shawl. ee the shawl troetee 
pe ee Lot shouts and threats Were a. 

din cinta eu started (AroweaG bread and fruits a 
ae Mess a But the monkey did not even |, 
rs Notwithstanding his greediness 
ee hime for fruits, it seemed that for th 
moment he was. interested only in tearing th 
shawl into pieces. The noise Clea by i, 
episode drew the attention of the Maharaja. 
came out into the veranda and began to log, 
the monkey, sitting at the top of the tree 
tearing the shawl with his teeth, absoly 
unaffected by the allurement of so many temptir 
things to eat. The Maharaja kept on lookin i 
the monkey. Radharamana Ghosa and 
attendants saw that he was ina thoughtful mo, 
and tears were trickling down his ey 
Obviously the Maharaja was not weeping for 
shawl. But no one had the courage to ask 
what had actually transpired within him. 


The attitude of the Maharaja particulai 


log 


In the evening he went into his room, when 
was sitting alone. After salutation he said to 
Supplicatingly, "Your highness! We are all. 
much: ashamed ‘that on -aeenuns of 
inadvertence you had to suffer the loss 
Precious shawl this morning. But we 
Surprised that you did not Say anything to 
On the contrary, we noticed that the scene 
monkey tearing the shawl aroused some 


z e ana Gosa 
Radharamat. we 


Sri 

gentiment in as ap a of which the SIGNS Were 
jgilO One Uo oe | pray that you kindly 
tae to me the secret of it all." 


divuld jal en aS oe "Pe airess 
The Maharaja iaughed and = said,"Radha- 
it was not a monkey that tore my shawl. 


ramana, ? Fay Tee, hs . 
i, was 2 saint, who came in the form of a monkey 
t away ajtter teaching me a valuable 


and wen 
iessON. The lesson was that | should learn to 


be humble, if | want to gain anything from my 
visit to Vrndavana. | should not come here as 
a Maharaja with my retinue and all the luxurious 
things | possess. | should come as an ordinary 
devotee, who owns nothing and wants nothing 
except what is necessary to sustain life and is 
helpful in bha/sana. My heart was filled with 
gratitude towards the monkey for the lesson he 
gave me by tearing my shawl and a few drops 
of tears that fell from my eyes were only an 
outward expression of what | felt in my heart. 
Henceforth | shall leave behind the Maharaja in 
me, whenever | come to Vrndavana.° 

This touched the heart of Radharamana. A 
new realization came to him. His pride was 
subdued and his prejudice against the humble 
vaisnavas was gone. He looked like one dazed 
and disillusioned. The Maharaja, who had sensed 
his pride and prejudice long before, now found a 
suitable opportunity to strike at their root. He 
said, “Radharamana, it is difficult to be a true 
vaisnava. The essence of va/snavism is humility. 
Mahaprabhu Himself was an incarnation of 
humility. He came to show that the mercy of the 


Lord flows freely towards the humble and lowly, 


eS neem =e sites 
——— Serene — 
pe SD ar ist TT a renee ran = 
i ——— a eS  —— SS — = a 
a pianos ETE rr — —— : —— ———— ae fy é neers 
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like rainwater ho sit on the mountain top of Pride 
The peor ouched by the etreaimmas Mercy m 
remain untouc There is no end to my Pride. 


aAraja. 
‘ Maer if the will ever show mercy 4 
wonder If tne 


ee me rson like me?!" As the Maha 
BOE eave eee out of his eyes. 
ener before people had argued With 
Radhaéramana Ghosa to convince him that humility 
was a heavenly quality, and no one; who was Not 
humble, could make any progress in SPirituality 
They were not able to convinces hite But the 
living example of humility he Saw in the Maharaja 
had a powerful impact upon him. He hag an 
intuitive perception of the inner state of 
equilibrium, self-surrender and self-effacement, 
necessary for receiving divine grace, which the 
quality of humility had brought about IN the 
Maharaja. He was convinced that humility was 
heavenly and the religion of Sri Caitanya, which 
attached the greatest importance to humility, and 
which could convert the Power-conscious and 
self-conceited people like the Maharaja and the 
criminals like Jagai and Madhai into Saints, was 
the highest religion. He decided to become a 
vaisnava of the Caitanya Sampradaya and follow — 
the path of devotion prescribed by Sri Caitanya. — 
Radhadramana Ghosa was not nam ihe 
Radhaéramana, who was proud of his character 
and considered humility as an infirmity and the — 
valsnavas, who cultivated humility, as inferior sort — 
of persons. He was now himself a humble and 
devout va/snava, Carnestly aspiring for t 


a 
raja 


pe 
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ygrgala of the — lf purity of heart is the i} 
ondition for the Garsana of theoLord) ag he | 
gcriptures say, "Ne now deserved to have His 


jargana. For bie, fens prejudice, the only two 
plack spots in ue ee were Now removed. The 
Lord did bless him wey oe darsana in a manner, 
which was both mysterious and unprecedented. 
He now used to pass most of his time in 
meditation in the forests of Vraja. One day, as 
ne was wandering In a forest, he saw a vaisnava 
saint sitting under a famda/a tree, facing its trunk 
and reading aloud Srimad-Bhagavatam. We was 
the vakfa (the person who spoke) and Sri Krsna, 
whose presence he imagined in the tree, was the 
only srot2 (person who listened). Tears of love 
were constantly flowing from his eyes. Thus he 
read out Bhagavata to Sri Krsna everyday. 

Radharamana sat behind the saint and listened 

to the patha of Bhagavata. When the patha was 

over, he quietly Came away, and the saint did 

not know anything about his presence. 

The next day he again went to the same place 
at the same time and sat behind the saint, 
listening to his pa&fha. This continued for a 
number of days. One day the saint noticed him. 
He asked him reverentially to sit by his side and 
listen to patha everyday till it was completed. He 
also told him how he would be the second listener 
of the patha, the first being Sri Krsna. Radha- 
famana not only implicitly believed what he said, 

ne was elated with the thought that he would 

listen to the patha in close proximity with Sri 


Krsna. On the last day of the patha a miracle 
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The trunk of the fam&/a tree burg 
happened. thus created in the trunk wag ag| ‘ 
The eae radiance. In the midst of the radian” 
pe ae Krsna, standing cross-leggeg with 
appeared held in His two hands near the Mout 


the flute nei | 
and the peacock feather swaying on his Crow 


and looking tenderly at the two devotees With . 
smile that was bewitching. Radharamana hag the 
darsana of Sri Krsna, but the very next Momen 
he fell senseless on the ground. When he Cam 
to his senses, he saw that he was lying with his 
head on the lap of the saint. He got UP ang 
prostratec himself at his feet. The saint tenderly 
passed his hand over his head and Said, 
“"Radharamana, you have been blessed With the 
darsana of my Radharamana. It is now my 
injunction that you read out Bhagavata to Sri 
Krsna everyday. Krsna will be pleased to Shower 
His blessings upon you ever and ever more," 

From that day Radharamana began to read 
Bhagavata to Sri Krsna everyday, either at home 

Or outside under some tree. The saint had told 

him that in order to read Bhaégavata to Sri Krsna 

it was not necessary to invoke Him, for He loved 

to hear Bhagavata so much that He Himself came 

running to the place, where Bhagavata was read, 
like a cow that ran after it’s calf, and sat in the 
heart of the reader and the listeners like a8 
prisoner. (BA 4.42) > Go: he read Srimad 

Shagavatam with the confidence that Sri Krsna 

was his lone listener. He not only read out the — 

Slokas, he explained them as well. 4 


explanations were always Gauranga orient 


~angramana Gosa 
nae Radhare nl oe 
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ina were SO eo and attractive that other 
1@ also began to attend his pdatha. He 
came famous aS an exponent of. Srimad 
gnagavalam and the pangitas conferred upon him 
ge title Bhagavata Bhusana. 

it was due to the effort of Radharamana 


and the financial aid of Maharaja 


Ghosa sed 
viracandra Manikya that the Barahamapura 
edition of Srimad Bhagavatam, with four 
commentaries and their translation, edited by Sri 


aamanarayana Vidyaratna, and many other 
scriptures were published. 


CHAPTER XVII 


Sri JagadiSa Dasa 
Baba Ji 


Mohan’s Temple in Vrndavana is 
Kaliyadaha, the part of river Yamuna, 
where Krsna once danced over the head of the 
multiheaded cobra called Kaliya. On the bank of 
the river is a beautiful spot surrounded by trees. 
Imagine that in the midst of the trees in front of 
an old cottage is seated an old mahatmd. 
Though old, he is tall and well-built. The lustre 
of his naked body seems to penetrate and dispel 
the growing darkness of sunset. The slow move- 
ment of his lips and the fu/as/ rosary in his hand 
indicate that he is engaged in /apa. But his 
raised neck, fixed gaze and the glowing smile on 
his face indicate that he is completely lost in the 
enjoyment of a scene of transcendent beauty. By 
his side is sitting a very handsome young boy, 
wearing only a loin-cloth of jute. He is also 
engaged in japa. He looks at the face of Baba 
and then in the direction in which his gaze is 
lixed. But not being able to see anything in that 


direction he keeps on looking at Baba’s face with 
Curiosity. 


N: very far from the famous Madan 
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a idde mi exclaims, "See, Gopala Se 
2h Fa Sl Ciara y Red : 3 
Baba rama returning from the foreg; _*! 


na and Bala | : 
pits ye ailing behind. Oh! How beautify, thee 
Ai CAGE Be | 


the cows t 
fe aba," repli 
"I do not see anything B plies Conil 


rs in his eyes. 
with tears In f | 
"You will see. | have said, you wij See 


says Baba, affectionately giving a mild Slap of 


l kK, 

ve ie oe Baba Ji is the siddha Jagadigaq Dasa 
Baba Ji of Kallyadaha and the young boy jg 
Dhirendra Natha Cakravarti, the son of SH 
Bhupendra Natha Cakravarti, a landlord of Bengay 
The boy later became known as _ Siddha $1 
Gauranga Dasa Baba JI of Ramanaret; 
Vrndavana, but he was called "Gopala' by 


Jagadisa Dasa Baba out of affection. 
Jagadisa Dasa Baba Ji came of a respectable 


Brahmin family of Vardhamana in Bengal. He 
waS a very successful doctor. He usedmiguat 
Practise in Kalana. At the age of fifty he took | 
initiation from siddha Sri Bhagavana Dasa Baba 
JI of Kalana. Soon after he renounced the world — 
and came to Vrndavana. In Vrndavana he lived 
for some time in the old temple of Madana | 
Mohana, but later shifted to a Small cottage in — 
Kaliyadaha. i 
Baba’s life was Simple and austere. He lived — 
On Madhukari and did not take salt. ) 
Dasa Baba Ordinarily advised his disciples to 
only Harinama-japa. But he considered Jagadis 
Dasa to be above the Ordinary in devotion. | 


Cty 
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e he initiated him in Raganuga- 
‘ana. Practising Oha/ana according to the 
phal uga mode of bhakt/, he used to be mostly 
ped in deep meditation. Sometimes he 
d be so absorbed that he would be unaware 
even of the food kept before him by his disciple 
tor eating and it would remain untouched till he 
regained outer consciousness. Sometimes people 
would come to see him, perform dandavat and sit 
down before him but he would not know about 
their arrival until the absorption was over and 
someone told him about it. He would then feel 
very uncomfortable and think that he had commit- 
red an aparaoha (offence) against the visitors. 
To guard himself against the aparadha, thereafter, 
when he sat outside his cottage; he put Salagrama 
4/4’ in front of him so that the dafidavat made 
by the visitors might be to sa/agrama, not to him. 
Whenever JagadiSa Dasa Baba had any diffi- 
culty in ///a-smarana he sought the favour of the 
Vaisnavas, or the raja, the holy dust of 
Vrndavana. One day, when he had no revelation 
of //4: he went as usual to Srngaravata for 


madhukari in the evening. Premananda Gosvam|, 
who was at that time the adhikar/ (presiding 


authority) of Srngaravata said, "Baba, what is the 
Why do | not see the usual exaltation 
face today?" Baba 


efor 
There 


matter? 
and brightness on your 


Raganuga-bhajana flows spontaneously from raga or love in 
the heart of the devotee for Radha-Krsna, disregarding the 
rules and regulations of the ritualistic bhakti and consists 


, mainly in meditating on their divine /7/4. 
A round black stone found in river Ganhdaki and worshipped 


by Hindus as a form of Visnu. 


The Saints of Vv 
raj 
q 


156 
PRS | Wiles bone ”? M Stars 
ed. "What shall | say * bene am 
repiles ‘stand in need of your “Nedictigng 
sede on ‘understood what he meant. 
Gosvam| | 


him to roll in the ra/a. He began to rol 
advised und in the courtyard of Sgaravar, 
on the a doing so, he began to fee} that 4. 
As he sis of the current of Krsna-lila, Which : 
note te him, had to reopened, 
wpapeiiets) Dasa Baba used to swim freely like 
a iene the ocean of Krsna-///4. The Changin 
scenario of the ///a@ brought about COrrespondin 
changes in his emotions. His emotions w 


€re SO 
strong that they visibly affected the body and 
brought about corresponding changes in its Col. 


our. When for any reason the flow of lila 
stopped, he felt strangled and tossed in 


Pain like 
a fish out of water. The pain would be SO Severe 
that he would even think of committing Suicide. 
Once in this state he said to Gopala, “Gopala, 


would you do one thing?" 
“Surely Baba, let me know what | have to do" 

“Il will stand on the edge of the well. Yous | 
push me into it." fe 
For the first time in his life Gauranga Dasa 
Was compelled to disobey Baba. Not only that, — 

ne started keeping strict watch over him, so that | 
he might not commit Suicide. Until Baba’s 


Original state was restored he always kept close | 
to him. : 


As ordained by Jagadiga Dasa Baba Ji 
Gauranga Dasa lived in Govardhana, where 
Practised Raganuga-bhajana. But very often 
Came to Vrndavana to look after Jagadiga D 


isa Dasa Baba Ji 


Sri jagad “s 


. once while he was sleeping on the ground 
pab® | .gadiga-Dasa Baba’s bed, Jagadiga Dasa 
neal affectionately planted his foot on his chest. 
Ko then the divine ///a of Radha-Krsna began 
Oye te itself to him. 
{0 mee Gauranga Dasa Ji went to Radhakunda. |) 
e he was invited by a sédhu, whom he had Hh 

mene" before, to stay with him in Radhakunda ) 
not some time. He accepted the invitation. But \ 
pot had stayed with him only for one night when | | 
ue discovered that the sadhu belonged to a | 
seudo-religious sect, In which woman and wine 

ate necessary parts of sadhand. The next | 
morning he left his company. But he found that 1 
nis heart was empty. The subtle effect of the | 
company of the unholy man had blocked his vision | 
and he was not able to see Krsna-/i/a. He felt | 
choked like a fish, who suddenly finds that the : 
water of the pond in which it lived, has dried up. 
Immediately he started for the parikrama of 

Giriraja. It was the month of June, when the sun 

is hottest. He was walking the whole day in the 
scorching heat of the sun and praying to Giriraja. 

In the evening he felt tired and lay down for rest 

on a step of the staircase of Uddhava-kunda. But 

he fell asleep. It was dangerous to sleep on the 

step, because, if he turned sides in sleep, he 

would fall into the Auda (pond). When he woke 
up he found that someone had lifted him bodily 
and laid him at a safer place. He looked all 
found to see who that person could be. But to 


his surprise he found that no one was anywhere 
Near that place. 
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aks disa Da 
-ra next day he went to Jaga Sa ga, 
feet than he Shouteg, "Wigs 
8 


in Vrndavana. 
You 
Not 


yefore his 
oe eee wherever you like. 
eee > where to sleep and where not to Sleen | 
Gauranga Dasa understood that it was Ba A. whe 
had lifted him from the step of Uddhava-kuag. 
This brought him the realization that Gurudey, 


followed the disciple like a shadow whereve,; 
went and protected him. The realization brough, 


tears in his eyes. a 
Gauranga Dasa then told Baba about the logs 
Of his 


of vision he had suffered on account 
meeting with the sadhAw in Radhakunda, and 
prayed for his blessings. Baba blessed him and 
his vision was restored. 

Jagadisa Dasa Baba was always very Cautious 
lest he might commit an offence against Someone. 
Saints like him often avoid visitors on ACCOunt of 
their absorption in bhajana. But Baba was always 
careful not to disappoint anyone, who came to 
him. If anyone advised him to the contrary, he 
Said, "My name is Jagadi§a Dasa, which means 
the servant of Jagadiga (the Lord). | regard 
everyone who comes to me as Jagadisa Himself, 


Who has come in His form. | feel that it is my | 
duty to serve Him. Mahaprabhu sends a man to | 
me so that | may answer his questions, remove | 
his doubts and give him necessary advice regard 

ing bhajana. \f | do not serve him in this mann 
do | not commit an offence against both him a 


Mahaprabhu?" 
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paba did not arrange katpg' 
6, Se that people, who came t 
eae time might not have to ret 
at was available to visitors for 
i times; except when he was | 
nee In the midst of convers 
enetimes himsell ask ‘ar question: and neve 
and then he Would @Sk° others to express yee 
opinion, because he did not like to oppose them, 
¢ they expressed their views first; and their views 
nappened to be different from his. After the 
conversation, when people wanted to leave, he 
would anxiously look at their faces to see whether 
they were going back happy and satisfied or not. 
Once Baba’s brother came from Bengal. Baba 
treated him affectionately and inquired about his 
welfare. When he said that his wife was dead, 
Baba said, "God’s grace! He has made you free. 
You can now come to Vrndavana and do bhajana." 
After the brother had gone, he began to think, 
"My brother did not look happy, when he was 
leaving. Possibly he was displeased with me, 
because instead of expressing sympathy with him 
in his bereavement, | had said that God had done 
him a favour." If Baba had known where he was 
Staying, he would have gone there to apologize 
fo him. But he had said on leaving that he would 
return to Vardhamana in a day or two. So he 
went to the station everyday for two or three days 
with the expectation that he might meet him there 


4nd apologize. But he could not meet him. He 


OF patha at his 
Oo him for advice 
Urn disappointed. 
Conversation at 
Ost in /i/la-sm@a- 
ation he would 


Religious discourse. 
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‘4 not know his Vardhamana addres 
also did he wrote a letter to a frieng 
TT ene him to inquire from he 
awrite es him know whether he haqd forgive. 
einai replied that his brother Was i 
nae displeased. He did not gO to see him 

ei because he did not want to disturb him i 

his bhajana. Since then, whenever SOMeong 

came to see him, he first inquired about hig 
address. 

Baba never found fault with anyone. 

did not talk ill of anyone. He did not goa 
to listen to any religious discourse, bec 
apprehended that the speaker might sa 
thing which he did not like Or approve; 
might make him find fault with the Speaker. 

In Vrndavana the saints often organize festi- 
vals to celebrate certain occasions, as for eXam- 
ple, the birthday of Rama or Krsna. 
never organized any festival, 

turbed his bhajana. 
regard it as incumbent 
disappearance day of th 
the disappearance day 
one maélapué' and givin 
who came to him as 


Also he 
NYWhere 
AUSe he 
Y SOme. 
and that 


Cake Made from wheat flour, 


Mollases and ghee. 


le 
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' malapua. After keeping the mollases in 

ottage, he went to a nearby well for washing 

but forgot to close the door of the 

On returning he found that a number of 
monkeys had entered the cottage and were freely 
feasting On the mollases. Baba laughed to his 
neart’s content to see the monkeys feasting. 
there was No question of his driving them away, 
for they were the monkeys of Vrndavana and they 
nad kindly invited themselves to the function in 
connection with the celebration of the disappear- 
ance day of his guru. When the feast was over 
and the monkeys were leaving he respectfully 
bowed down to them. 

In the evening when Sinu Babu came and 
inquired about the celebration, he said, "The 
celebration was very successful. A large number 
of monkey Vaisnavas feasted on mollases. The 
feast cost only Rs. 20. Here are the remaining 
Rs. 20, which | thankfully return. Regarding 
prasada you may go inside the cottage. Probably 
you will find some particles of it scattered on the 
ground." 

Jagadisa Dasa Baba was free from all desires. 
But once a desire arose in his mind. He desired 
that a beautiful lake be built in kaliyadaha’ to 
commemorate Krsna’s sport with the cobra called 
Kaliya. He mentioned this to Kamini Babu, the 

Manager of Rajarsi Banamali Rayabahadura. 
Kamini Babi began to raise contributions for the 


Project. Readily the rich people began to con- 


Daha means a deep place in a fiver. 
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— f Lala Babu’s family oo, 
A widow 0 trip. 
tribute. enty-five thousand rupees. The Raia © 
uted sev ntributed twenty-five thousan. 


mapura Gent 
ee for the rest of the expenditure. The Map 
pee for the construction of a beautify 


d in consultation with Jaga... 
teh ok ee Baba found that the ial 
had taken the place of Krsna-M/a In his Ming 
This made him so angry with himself that he wages | 
and hid himself in some forest for a NuMber of 
days. People went out in search of him, buy he 
could not be found. Suddenly one day he Caines 
back. Kamini Babu asked for his permission to” 
start the work of digging. He became very Grave — 
and said, “The desire for the lake Caused 
obstruction in my bha/ana. If now the work 
Starts, my Obfa/ana will be over. So | insist tha 
no one should make even a mention of it so 

as | am alive." 

Jagadisa Dasa Baba Ji was very hum 
Mahaprabhu has said in the famous ‘rnadapi sic 
that one should be humble like a blade of gre 
and tolerant and forbearing like a tree. He sho 
give respect to everyone without desiring to. 
respected by others. In Baba the meaning 0 
sloka had assumed a concrete form. | 
someone asked him how to achieve pret 
replied, "In order to achieve prema’ one s 
'ry to mould himself into the frame of the tn 


Sloka. The more he moulds himself accordi 


1 Divine love. 
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4 the: Geena! he will be 
nas completely mouldeq 
certainly achieve it. 
mind is completely fr 
the desire for Prema-bhakt; S, except 
ou will realize Krsna-bhaktj « U and only thes 
Siddha saints can leave their 

When Jagadisa Dasa Bab 
years old, he yee to le 
ime Gauranga Dasa Baba Jj es 
BF account of his affection (jae ae 
was not possible for Baba to lente ne lahre: it 
his presence. Therefore he asked him to go ae 
live in Barasana and serve the Bhanukhara 
sarovara (a large pond) by Sweeping and cleaning 
its surroundings everyday. When he was about 
to leave he said to him, "Remember three things: 
Never ask anyone for any favour. Never disclose 
the secret of your heart to anyone. Never attend 

a feast.” 

Gauranga Dasa began to live in Barasana and 
render regular service to Bhanukhara Kunda. 
After some days Jagadisa Dasa Baba appeared 
before him in a luminous body. He saw him 
standing at some distance from him. But as he 
moved towards him he asked him not to do so 
by waving his hand and disappeared. Gauranga 
Dasa JI understood that Baba had left the body. 
Struck with grief he immediately started a 
Vrndavana. On the way he learnt thal ee Si 
actually left the body on the sixth day ee 

second half of the month Asadha peel 


a Body at wil 
& became a hundred 


ave his body. at that 


